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THE GRAND MIRACLE 


"Elements of nature-religion are strikingly 
absent from the teaching of Jesus and from the 
Judaic preparation which led up to it precisely 
because in them Nature’s Original is manifesting 
itself. In them you have from the very outset got 
in behind Nature-Religion and behind Nature her- 
self. Where the real God is present the shadows 
of that God do not appear; that which the shadows 
resemble does." 

- C.S. Lewis, writing in Miracles of 
The Grand Miracle the Incarnation: page 140 


AMERICANS AND A SECOND LANGUAGE 


Oliver J. Caldwell told the College English 
Association sometime ago that English has spread so 
rapidly since World War II that it is now "chief 
of the world’stongues." At the same time, accord- 
ing to Kenneth W. Mildenberger of the Modern Lan- 
guage Association, America’s elementary schools 
show a marked increase in foreign language instruc- 
tion. Traditionally Americans have been mono- 
lingual. They have needed to know only English, 
and besides, for a century and a half, our schools 
have had the enormous task of teaching English to 
millions of immigrants. Now, however, more Ameri- 
cans live or travel in foreign lands than ever be- 
fore; and although English is to be found almost 
everywhere Americans are becoming language con- 
scious. We are beginning to realize that he who 
speaks only English lacks a great deal, specially 
when he is abroad. "Perhaps", someone observes, 
"this reviving interest in languages will even 
inspire us to speak better English." Let's hope so! 


ALPHABET FOR CHINA 


Dr. Wu yi-fang, Vice-Governor of Kiangsu 
Province in China is a Christian leader well known 
in Western church circles. In February, Dr. Wu 
addressed the National People’s Congress in Peking 


June 1958 


in support of the proposed alphabet to take the 
place of the complex and difficult Chinese charac- 
She said the 
new alphabet would be a powerful weapon for the 


ters now in use in writing Chinese. 
working people in creating a cultural revolution. 


PRIMITIVE TRANSPORTATION AND POVERTY 


A United States highway engineer, who helped 
Turkey plan a national road system after World War 
II, discovered that Turkey's primitive oxcart transport 
system, in spite of its low fuel and repair costs, 
was over 300 times more expensive than the aver- 
age U.S. truck. He found that the carts usually 
haul a quarter-ton of freight 5 miles a day, or a 
total of 14 "ton miles." The cart driver gets 
$1.25 for a long day’s work, and so wages alone 
make the cost $l per ton-mile--not counting the 
cost of the ox and cart, profit for the cart owner 
or other items. The engineer found this $l per 
ton-mile cost applies roughly to all forms of prim- 
itive hauling-- to men carrying loads on their 
backs, on donkeys, on camels. In contrast, the 
usual charge for truck hauls in U.S. is less than 
3 cents per ton-mile. This covers wages of all 
employees of the trucking firm, cost of the vehicle 
and its operation, and profit of the firm. Where 
the oxcart driver gets $1.25 for a long day's 
work, U.S. truck drivers on a 10-hour haul get 
$16. But a typical 10-hour truck haul carries 10 
tons of freight 300 miles (or 3000 ton-miles). So 
the driver earns just over half a penney per ton- 
mile while the oxcart driver is paid $l per ton- 
mile. "To haul potatoes: 20 miles in Turkey," 
the engineer reports, "costs more than the price 
the farmer gets for them. "Farmers are poor, and 
so are the haulers, potato merchants and customers 
--and the biggest reason is primitive transporta- 
tion, which destroys wealth faster than men can 


create it." 


- From newspaper clipping; source not 
known or easily traceable. 


ECONOMIC HEALTH OF THE WORLD 


The National Council of Churches in a statement 
before the Ways and Means Committee of the House of 
Representatives on February 26, 1958, read in part: 

The churches through the National Council have 
consistently taken the position that promoting the 
economic health of the world will help to create 
the conditions of peace, and that to promote econo- 
mic health in the world, trade policies should be 
sustained and dependable, should aid economic 
stability and progress in each nation, should be 
mutually advantageous through increasing interna- 
tional exchange of goods and services, and should 
lead to the elimination of excessive trale barriers." 


IN-FIGHTING FOR COMMUNISM IN CHURCHES 


China Bulletin, March 1958, published in New 
York, calls attention to a Roman Catholic transla- 
tion of a Communist document dated February 12, 
1957. It may be a forgery. Time will tell. The 
only Roman Catholic comment accompanying the trans- 
lation is that it "is in accordance with what the 
Communists do on the mainland." China Bulletin 
summarizes the document’s nine points of instruc- 
tion to Communist party members living abroad as 
follows: "Bore from within, accepting baptism in 
the churches and being active in them, and espe- 
cially boring into church schools. They should 
take advantage of existing contradictions to fer- 
ment disorder, and give secret help to any church 
members desirous of returning to the mainland." 
The document closes thus: "Each comrade who holds 
a commanding post mst understand radically that 
the Catholic Church, being slave servant of 
imperialism, must absolutely be ruined and de- 
stroyed. As for Protestantism, because it is led 
by the fallacious idea of co-existence, let it 
die its natural death and do not let it make any 

“new advance." 


PROSTITUTION OUTLAWED IN JAPAN 


Prostitution, ancient and universal, has 
seemed to some to be specially prevalent in 
Japan. Certainly, it has been notorious there. 
And now, as of April 1, 1958. by legal enact- 
ment, the nation itself has put the practice out- 
side the law. At its March, 1958, meeting in 
Tokyo, the National Christian Council lent its 
support to the State by formal resolution, and 
resolution moved on to action in the founding of 
a rehabilitation home for girls discharged from 
the brothels. German and Japanese Deaconesses 
are in charge. Medical help, recreation, ond 
vocational training will be given in am atmo- 
sphere of Christian love and hope. 


"THE SILENT MISSIONARY" on 


Dr. Frank W. Price, curator of the Foreign 
Missions Library in New York, is the author of 
the Library s Occasional Bulletin for October 
18, 1957 under the title of The Bible in the 
Christian World Mission. After calling atten- 
tion to the fact that the Bible, or parts of it, || 
is now to be found in 1109 languages and that 1 
Bibles or scripture portions to the number of _ 
26,379,142 were circulated in 1956 by 23 National 
Bible Societies, Dr. Price says, among many other || 
interesting things on 12 mimeographed pages the 
following: "Today the Bible has become a truly 
universal book in a world that still possesses a 
Babel of tongues. In all the major languages an 
in hundreds of regional ond tribal dialects the 
Word of God speaks to God's world. The Bible is. 
called The silent missionary, The unfettered mis: | 
sionary, The book of a thousand tonques. It 
crosses political, cultural, ond linguistic bar-_ 
riers. It is a bond of union between Christians 
under widely different governments and in sharply 
contrasting civilizations. But this has not al-— 
ways been true. On the eve of European printing 
in the middle of the fifteenth century, the Bible 
had been translated into only 33 languages. By 
1800 less than one hundred languages - 71 lan-— 
guages and dialects, to be exact - had some por- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures. The great advance > 
in world-wide translation has taken place largely 
within the modern missionary era." 


MARRIAGE GUIDANCE INSTITUTE 


Interesting reports have continued to come 
from the twelve weeks’ Study and Trainin Institut 
on Marriage Guidance and Family Life Education at 
Chiengmai, Thailand. Now that the Institute is 
over, da summary report at least in mimeographed 
form will be available upon request for all who 
are interested. This Institute was held under ~ 
I.M.C. auspices. Its directors were Dr. and Mrs. 
David R. Mace, Field Consultants, Christian Home 
and Family Life. It enrolled twenty men and wo 
from Thailand, Burma, Ceylon, Hong Kong, ig, Japan, 
Malaya, Pakistan, Philippines and Taiwan. Teva 
the biggest venture the I.M.C. has yet vekeen in 
this important field of home and family life. 
Reports indicate that it was a dynamic and inspir. 
ing experience for all who enrolled. It probably 
set a pattern for similar training periods in 
other parts of the world. See the following 
statement from the Institute to the Churches. 


; The Church and the Family 


Churches from eleven countries in East Asia, as- 
sembled at the Study and Training Institute on 
Christian Family Life in Chiengmai, Thailand, from 
Seay 1 to April 25, 1958, send greetings to 
our fellow Christians throughout the world. 

This is probably the first opportunity that has 
been given to such a widely representative Chris- 
tian group to devote an extended period of time to 
the intensive study of the Christiao family. Asa 
‘result of the deep convictions that have arisen in 
us during our three months together, we feel con- 
strained to share with our fellow-Christians our 
concern for stabilizing and strengthening the 
‘Christian home. 
lf. 


| 


| 


| We, the representatives of the Christian 


i 
The family institution, as a result of the 
sweeping cultural changes of our times, is passing 
| eee a period of aoore'E crisis. Christian stand- 


Pbixorse and juvenile delinquency; by a contemptuous 
ee for moral standards, and by the devalua- 


pursuit of indixidual pleasure. 

Ne _ In East Asia ond elsewhere, the impact of in- 

| dustrialization and urbanization has not reached its 
beak, and the coming threat to family solidarity is 

7 We earnestly call upon 

the younger churches in these areas not to regard 

if his situation with complacency, but to prepare 

ptt emselves with all diligence to meet the crisis 

_ which we feel is assuredly coming. 

He We believe that at this time Christians every- 


_ where should assert clearly their conviction that 
_ the family is the basic foundation alike of Church 
and Nation. In our view there is urgent need to 
relate our Christian Gospel clearly and specifically 
to the relationships of the Christian home, so that 
‘Christian marriage and Christian parenthood may be 
" exalted and our people may bear an unfaltering wit- 
ness before the world to the transforming power of 
Christ in human relationships. 
_ We are disquieted at the widespread confusion 
if that exists concerning our Christian standards of 
love, sex, and marriage. We believe the lack of 
clear, persuasive teaching on the part of many 
churches is leaving our young people bewildered and 
perplexed, and is undermining the stability of 
Christ ian families. We call upon the churches to 
undertake careful and thorough study of this whole 
subject, and to train Christian pastors and lay 
leaders to give enlightened help and wise guidance 
‘in this field to the Christian community. 
- from the Report of the Institute 


alpen yeep ora sae frown ~ \e ‘rar 
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Giving has gone into 24 languages. 


NEW RESPONSIBILITY FOR GEORGE CARPENTER 


On June 1, Dr. George W. Carpenter, New York 
Secretary of the I.M.C. and specialist in things 
African, will become acting General Secretary of 
the Council. Dr. Charles W. Ramson, General Secre- 
tary for the past eleven years, will om that day 
become the General Director of the Council’s 
Theological Education Fund. The search for a per- 
manent General Secretary of the I.M.C. will con- 
tinue so that at an early date Dr. Carpenter can 
give his full attention to African affairs and 
other responsibilities near to his heart. 


CROP FAILURES IN JORDAN 


At this time some two million pounds of wheat 
flour, a gift from the American people, are being 
distributed in Jordan. This food is desperately 
needed because of crop failures. The flour comes 
from U.S. Surplus Agricultural Commodities. The 
distributing agencies include Roman Catholic, 
Lutheran and Mennonite relief bodies and also the 
interdenominational Church World Service. It has 
been decided to increase this amount for the period 
July 1, 1958 to June 30, 1959 to a total of 
16,000,000 pounds for distribution to 120,000 
border villagers and 80,000 Bedouin. 


WORLD CHRISTIAN BOOKS 


An eminently successful project in the field of 
Christian Literature is Christian World Books. 
This project is sponsored in part by the I.M.C. 
A summary made toward the end of 1957 revealed that 
twenty-two books had been published in 27 different 
Book I on The Christian’s God has ap- 
Book II on Christian 
Book V on The 
Christian as Citizen has moved out across the world 
in 16 languages and Book VI on The Christian Char- 
acter in 19. Through this project some of the best 
things in the realm of Christian life and thought 
are finding their way into the hearts and minds of 
the leaders of the Church in all lads. These 
books are available in the U.S.A. through Associa- 
tion Press, New York. 


languages. 
peared in 21 languages. 


Book Notices 


The Preacher's Task, by D. T. Niles; Harper's, 
1958; $2.00. The 1957 Yale Lyman Beecher Lectures. 
D. T. Niles of Ceylon is one of the ablest and best 
known younger church leaders. Warm, penetrating, 
evangelistic in his message and approach, Prof. 
Niles exalts and adorns the preacher's task. 

Marx Meets Christ, by Frank W. Price; West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, 1957; $3.50. Dr. 
as a Southern Presbyterian missionary in China met 
Marx there and saw the sharp confrontation of Marx 
with Christ. This book is in part biographical and 
from this very fact comes its discerning insights 
with respect to both Commnism and the Christian 
Faith. 

Light in a Dark World, by Jesse R. Wilson; was 
referred to in the December, 1957 and March, 1958 
Newsletters. Readers may like to know that the 
publishers are allowing this book which lists for 
$1.50 to be sold through the I.M.C. at the special 
price of $1.00. 


Price 


VESTRY PRAYER FOR MINISTERS 


O Lord my God, without whom I can do nothing as 
I ought; go with me, I beseech Thee, into Thy House, 
and so guide me by Thy Holy Spirit that I may 
devoutly lead the worship of Thy people, worthily 
proclaim Thy Gospel, and show forth Thy truth and 
grace to all who wait upon Thee; through Jesus 


Christ our Lord. Amen. 


- The Book of Common Order, Church 
of Scotland, page 5. 
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World Associates Newsletter is a publi- 
cation of the International Missionary 
Council of which Dr. George W. Carpenter 
is the Acting General Secretary, 


It appears four times a year - March, 


June, September, and December. It is sent 
chiefly to those who are listed as World 
Associates of the Council and to some 
others. There is no subscription rate. 
If interested, write to Jesse R. Wilson, 


Secretary of the Council and Editor of 


the Newsletter. 


what he could. 


WHAT GEORGE DID 


George claimed that he couldn't afford to sup 
port his church, and each year he promised to give 
.One day George sat down and boldl 
made a list ay all the little luxury expenses that 
went on in his family. His blood pressure rose 
steadily as he looked at them. On Sunday, having 
secured the storm windows, and having gotten in 
that last autumnal golf game, he made his monthly 
pilgrimage to the church of his choice. The 
preacher was talking on money. George found him- 
self thinking about the luxury list. the list of 
"little things" that every American considers part 
of his standard of living. Suddenly it occurred t 
him that he might give one-fourth of the total 
amount of $1,248.00 to the church. He reached for 
a pledge card in the pew and checked the column-- — 
$5.00 weekly. That’s what George did. Now we 
can’t let George do it all, can we? ao 


Bditor's condensation of a statemen 
quoted in full by The Christian 
Community, qouchets 1957, from the 


bulletin of St. Paul's Community 
Church, Homewood, Illinois. 
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